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 publication about the M
issouri N

ational R
ecreational R

iver for stakeholders

The M
issouri N

ational R
ecreational

R
iver N

ew
sletter (M

N
R

R
) is produced

by the U
.S. A

rm
y C

orps of Engineers,
O

m
aha D

istrict. The purpose of this
new

sletter is to present current infor-
m

ation about various corps studies and
construction projects on the river. The
N

ational Park Service is the overall
adm

inistrator of the M
N

R
R

, how
ever,

both the corps and the park service
have m

anagem
ent responsibilities over

the river. The corps is authorized to
construct recreational developm

ent,
bank stabilization and other recre-
ational river features as necessary to
support the values for w

hich the river
w

as designated.

About the M
issouri

N
ational Recreational R

iver

Photo from
 N

ational Park Service W
eb site

This year m
arks the 25th anniversary of the legislation designating the low

er
reach of the M

issouri N
ational R

ecreational R
iver that extends from

 below
 G

avins
Point D

am
 to Ponca, N

eb.

Legislation reaches
25th anniversary

M
issouri N

ational
R

ecreational R
iver

N
ew

sletter

Q
uick Facts (M

N
R

R
 background):

•
M

N
R

R
 w

as authorized by a 1978
am

endm
ent to the N

ational Parks
and R

ecreation A
ct (PL 95-625),

w
hich am

ended the W
ild and

Scenic R
ivers A

ct of 1968 (PL
90-542).

•
M

N
R

R
 has a life-of-project

funding ceiling of $21 m
illion;

approxim
ately $5 m

illion has
been spent to date.

•
In 1980, the corps and N

ational
Park Service signed a C

oopera-
tive A

greem
ent outlining each

agency’s responsibilities.
•

The G
eneral M

anagem
ent Plan

w
as updated in 1999 w

ith an
environm

ental em
phasis.  B

ank
protection rem

ains a project
com

ponent, prim
arily to protect

M
N

R
R

 values.

Lew
is and C

lark and the M
issouri

N
ational R

ecreational R
iver

by G
eorge B

erndt, C
hief of Interpretation, M

N
R

R
C

hange is a constant on the free-flow
ing reaches of the M

issouri N
ational R

ecreation R
iver

(M
N

R
R

).  A
nd m

uch has changed along Lew
is and C

lark’s route since the C
orps of

D
iscovery traveled this part of the M

issouri R
iver alm

ost tw
o hundred years ago.

B
oth hum

an and natural forces have altered or obliterated m
any historic and natural

features that the party saw
 and described in their journals.  B

ut a good am
ount rem

ains of this
living river—

sandbars, snags, and m
eanders—

that the expedition w
ould m

ost certainly recog-
nize.Tw

o of the finest are from
 scenic overlooks at N

ebraska’s Ponca State Park and
N

iobrara State Park.  Tw
o bridge overlooks also give travelers a clearer sense of

the historic M
issouri: on the N

ebraska side at the M
ulberry B

end B
ridge connect-

ing Verm
illion, S.D

., and N
ew

castle, N
eb., and the other on the South D

akota side at the C
hief Standing B

ear
M

em
orial B

ridge near R
unning W

ater.
The lay of the land largely corresponds w

ith that described in the expedition’s journals and proffers a sense of
being on the G

reat Plains.  H
istoric locations provide good view

s of the river and surrounding low
lands, such as

Ionia Volcano five m
iles north of N

ew
castle and The Tow

er (O
ld B

aldy) about seven m
iles north of Lynch, N

eb.
C

lose to this round knob, Lew
is and C

lark saw
 a sm

all anim
al know

n by its French nam
e as Petite C

hien.  Lew
is

called it the “barking squirrel.”  W
e know

 it today as the prairie dog.
V

isitors can take advantage of the scenic view
s from

 the Lew
is and C

lark V
isitor C

enter operated by the U
.S.

A
rm

y C
orps of Engineers.  The corps and N

ational Park Service provide inform
ation and interpretive services to

the public about the C
orps of D

iscovery expedition at the visitor center and at various locations along the M
is-

souri R
iver.

It has been 25 years since legislation designated the low
er reach

of the M
issouri N

ational R
ecreational R

iver (M
N

R
R

) as a segm
ent

of the N
ational W

ild and Scenic R
ivers System

.
A

 num
ber of changes and accom

plishm
ents have taken place

since the 1978 legislation, w
hich authorized the M

issouri N
ational

R
ecreational R

iver. C
hanges include federal listing of three species

w
ithin the M

N
R

R
-the least tern, the piping plover and the pallid

sturgeon w
ere all added to the threatened and endangered species

list. O
ther changes include decline of forested habitat due to erosion

and clearing, and the review
 and update of the M

issouri R
iver

M
aster M

anual. A
ccom

plishm
ents range from

 the developm
ent of

general m
anagem

ent plans for the M
N

R
R

, constructed cost-shared
recreation projects, bank protection projects and environm

ental
construction projects and the carrying out of num

erous studies such
as a cultural resources site survey, recreational use studies, fisheries
studies, and steam

 boat studies.
O

ne of the prim
ary goals set for the next 25 years is to seek

greater public, agency and Tribal aw
areness and involvem

ent.



M
N

R
R

 project briefs/updates
A

gencies collaborate on bank
protection projects

The U
.S. A

rm
y C

orps of Engi-
neers, Fish and W

ildlife Service, and
N

ational Park Service are w
orking

together to develop bioengineering
m

ethods for the M
yron G

rove (Site
B

-1) and M
ulberry B

end (Site A
-3)

bank protection projects for forested
habitat.

Ponca R
estoration Study in

progress
The Ponca R

estoration draft
design report and environm

ental
assessm

ent w
ill be available for

public review
 at the end of June. The

output of the construction w
ould be

35 to 40 acres of backw
ater habitat

on state-ow
ned land.  The tim

ing of
construction is subject to funding
availability.

Bighead C
arp study results

The bighead carp is a “nuisance”
species of fish that feeds on zoop-
lankton (m

icroscopic anim
als) and

som
e phytoplankton (m

icroscopic
plants) and detritus (dead m

atter) in
the w

ater colum
n.  It’s feeding

pattern has the potential to reduce
zooplankton and phytoplankton for
larval native fish, native m

ussels, and
other planktivorous fish (such as
paddlefish). The B

ighead C
arp study

w
as a tw

o-year effort that w
as re-

cently com
pleted. If funding becom

es
available, the South D

akota Fish and
W

ildlife Service w
ould like to en-

gage in another year of data collec-
tion on bighead carp. R

esults from
the recently com

pleted study w
ill be

added to the corps’ M
N

R
R

 W
eb site

at: http://w
w

w.nw
o.usace.arm

y.m
il/

htm
l/pd-e/environm

ental.htm

Final degradation study report
The w

ater surface levations at a
discharge 30,000 cubic feet per
second have dropped an average of 7

Ponca State Park R
esource and

E
ducation Center nears com

pletion

C
orps photo

The construction contract for the Ponca R
esource and Education C

enter w
as aw

arded to C
hannell C

onstruction C
om

pany in Septem
ber

2002. To view
 construction, visit w

w
w.C

hannellconstruction.com
.

W
ork on the M

issouri N
ational R

ecreational R
iver R

esource and Education C
enter, located w

ithin Ponca State
Park is nearing com

pletion. The project is scheduled to be dedicated som
etim

e in the fall of 2003.
“Enthusiastic team

 w
ork across the board has helped m

ake this project a success,” says corps project m
anager

C
lyde A

llen.
A

 cost-shared project betw
een the corps and the N

ebraska G
am

e and Parks C
om

m
ission, the R

esource and
Education C

enter consists of the follow
ing com

ponents: road design and construction by the N
ebraska D

epartm
ent

of R
oads, utilities design and construction by the N

ebraska G
am

e and Parks C
om

m
ission, building design and

construction by the corps and an exhibit w
ing and exhibits funded by the N

ational Park Service.
A

lso, the project has received w
ide support from

 various congressional representatives including Senators B
en

N
elson, Tim

 Johnson, C
huck H

agel, Tom
 D

aschle, and form
er senator B

ob K
erry as w

ell as R
epresentative D

oug
B

ereuter. Total cost of the project is estim
ated at $7.4 m

illion, w
ith $3.1 m

illion being allotted to the building,
$1.5 m

illion set aside for exhibits and $2.8 m
illion for dam

, roads, parking, utilities and all other item
s.

D
uring w

ork on the project, a num
ber of challenges have arisen, A

llen says. O
ne of the first obstacles is that

funding through construction cost-share sources is dynam
ic. A

nother challenge is the issue w
ith m

anaging prob-
able phased construction and com

bining four functional areas into a single facility to include adm
inistration,

conferencing, interpretive display and a laboratory. A
lso, the facility m

eets a unique criteria. This too has proven
to be a challenge because the project calls for a new

 facility and construction type for the corps design team
 and

construction m
anagem

ent team
.

D
espite obstacles, the project is headed dow

n a steady road to successful com
pletion, A

llen says. “The state is
now

 planning new
 cabins and a lodge facility to accom

m
odate overnight stays as w

ell as m
ulti-day usage of the

facility.”

feet from
 1956 to 2001. B

ank erosion
since dam

 closure is about 132 acres
per year for this reach.

M
agnetom

eter study
This study w

as conducted to find
the locations of m

any sunken steam
-

boats in the M
N

R
R

 in order to avoid
future construction at those sites. A
report outlining the findings can be
accessed on the corps’ M

N
R

R
 W

eb
site.

G
eom

orphic assessm
ent seeks to

quantify bank retreat rates
The N

ational Park Service is
w

orking to produce a plain-view
classification and statistical analysis of
the geom

orphic features of the M
N

R
R

in a geographic inform
ation system

(G
IS) utilizing aerial photos and

historic cross-section data to quantify
bank retreat rates. This study w

ill
provide inform

ation to determ
ine sites

w
here erosion can be expected, and

alternatives for rem
edying conditions,

including easem
ents and structures.

W
ayside exhibits to show

case
cultural and natural history

In a joint effort w
ith the Trust for

Public Land, the N
ational Park Service

is w
orking to acquire (from

 w
illing

sellers) properties recognized as
having great resource and recreational
value to show

case natural and cultural
history.

Steam
boat study underw

ay
The N

ational Park Service is
producing a docum

ented overview
 of

steam
boating, steam

boat sites and

C
heck out the U

.S. A
rm

y
C

orps of Engineers’ M
N

R
R

 W
eb site at:

http://w
w

w
.nw

o.usace.arm
y.m

il/htm
l/pd-e/environm

ental.htm

and the N
ational Park Service W

eb site at:
http://w

w
w

.nps.gov/m
nrr

broadly-defined w
recks on the M

N
R

R
.

The project is scheduled to be com
-

pleted this spring.

R
estoration and Interpretation of

Spirit M
ound H

istoric Prairie
Project

W
ork continues on the restoration

and interpretation of the 320-acre
Spirit M

ound H
istoric Prairie Project

near Verm
illion, S.D

.  The partnership
involving the Spirit M

ount Trust and
South D

akota D
epartm

ent of G
am

e,
Fish and Parks w

ill produce w
ayside

and trailhead exhibits interpreting the
cultural and natural legacy of the site.
The project is scheduled for com

ple-
tion this sum

m
er.

Sturgeon virus sam
pling

This study w
as conducted to de-

velop an understanding of the natu-
rally-occurring presence of the
iridovirus in w

ild populations of
sturgeon. Fifty shovelnose sturgeon
w

ere collected and tissue w
as taken

from
 each fish and sam

pled for analy-
sis.
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